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STUDENTS SEEK FUTURE CAREERS IN ENGINEERING AND 
MANUFACTURING AT THE LOS ANGELES CONVENTION CENTER 

2009 WESTEC Exposition offers student programs and a competition designed to 
prepare tomorrow’s engineers and scientists 

 
April 3, 2009 (LOS ANGELES, CA) – Approximately 17,000 attendees convened at the Los 
Angeles Convention Center between March 30th-April 2nd  for the 2009 WESTEC Exposition, 
North America’s largest annual manufacturing and metalworking event with nearly 500 
exhibitors and 260 new product debuts. 

 
Among them were 600 local high school juniors and seniors who participated in the 10th 
Annual WESTEC Student Summit on April 1st, a special educational activity that provided 
them a unique opportunity to network with industry leaders and also tour demonstrations of 
the world’s newest and most advanced manufacturing technologies.  

 
Two days earlier on March 30th, student representatives from select colleges like California 
State University, Northridge (CSUN) and Pierce College participated in the WESTEC 
Manufacturing Challenge, a creative engineering collegiate level manufacturing competition 
that required them to design and build a manufacturing project of their own choosing.  
Students were judged on their ability to answer questions regarding the design, innovation and 
manufacturability of their final products. 

 
While awaiting final evaluations, students had the opportunity to attend the concurrent 
WESTEC Job Fair, where they were able to distribute their resumes to companies that were 
conducting hiring interviews for full time employment and internships.   

 
 “The Los Angeles Convention Center continually seeks to promote the arts, sciences, 
humanities and education through various client events and active collaboration with local 
universities and secondary schools,” said Pouria Abbassi, P.E., Los Angeles Convention 
Center General Manager & CEO. “The ingenuity, talent and teamwork that these WESTEC 
student participants have demonstrated throughout the competition have been inspiring and 
very indicative of the bright futures that they have to look forward to,” added Abbassi. 

 
Covering the span of the four days, students from Hawthorne High School, Bell High School, 
Van Nuys High School and Arvin High School also received individualized mentoring and 
special tours throughout the various exhibits for WESTEC Career Days, a program designed 
to introduce and lead students towards careers in engineering, manufacturing, and technology. 
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About the Los Angeles Convention Center (LACC)  
The Los Angeles Convention Center (LACC) is one of the most technologically advanced 
convention and exhibition centers in the world. LACC attracts over 2.5 million annual visitors 
and is renowned internationally as a prime site for conventions, trade shows and exhibitions. 
With its towering emerald architectural design, the LACC is a well recognized Los Angeles 
landmark. An integral economic component to the Southern California area, total sales from 
client secondary spending tops $1.1 billion annually, generating and sustaining over 12,000 
local jobs. LACC is a model environmental-friendly facility. Its solar panels are capable of 
meeting the electricity needs of an estimated 100 homes, and it’s recycling, energy efficiency, 
and water conservation programs help to conserve the environment. LACC is enrolled in the 
Los Angeles Department of Water and Power’s (LADWP) Green Power Program 
(environmentally-friendly renewable energy resources such as hydroelectric, geothermal, 
solar, biomass, and wind energy) at a level of 30% of the facilities consumption. The Los 
Angeles Convention Center is registered with the United States Green Building Council 
(USGBC) as a member of the Los Angeles and National Chapter and holds the prestigious 
USGBC LEED certification for existing buildings. LACC is also a proud recipient of 
prestigious environmental and industry awards including several Planner’s Choice Awards 
presented by Meeting News magazine, multiple Prime Site Awards from the Facilities and 
Destinations magazine, recognition for model emergency care programs, and was invited to 
partner with the Environmental Protection Agency’s National earth conscious WasteWise 
Program. For more information about the Los Angeles Convention Center, please call (213) 
741-1151, ext. 5319 or visit www.lacclink.com.  
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As part of a special mentoring program designed to lead students towards careers in 
engineering, manufacturing, and technology, students worked in teams to construct 

their own projects for WESTEC 2009 
 



 
 

 
 

Attendees packed the South Hall of the Los Angeles Convention Center for the 2009 
WESTEC Exposition, with nearly 500 exhibitors and 260 new products on display 


